CHAPTER 7.5.

SLAUGHTER OF ANIMALS
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Article 7.5.7.
Stunning methods

1. General considerations

The competence of the operators, and the appropriateness, and effectiveness of the method used for stunning
and the maintenance of the equipment are the responsibility of the management of the slaughterhouse, and
should be checked regularly by a Competent Authority.

Persons carrying out stunning should be properly trained and competent, and should ensure that:
a) the animal is adequately restrained,;
b) animals in restraint are stunned as soon as possible;

c) the equipment used for stunning is maintained and operated properly in accordance with the
manufacturer's recommendations, in particular with regard to the species and size of the animal;

d) the equipment is applied correctly;
e) stunned animals are bled out (slaughtered) as soon as possible;
f)  animals are not stunned when slaughter is likely to be delayed; and

g) backup stunning devices are available for immediate use if the primary method of stunning fails.
Provision of a manual inspection area and simple intervention like captive bolt or cervical dislocation for
poultry would help prevent potential welfare problems.

In addition, such persons should be able to recognise when an animal is not correctly stunned and should take
appropriate action.

2.  Mechanical stunning

A mechanical device should be applied usually to the front of the head and perpendicular to the bone surface.
For a more detailed explanation on the dlfferent methods for mechanlcal stunnlng, see Chapter 7. 6. and
Articles 7.6.6., 7.6.7. and 7.6.8. A v

certain-species-

igns of corr nnin ing a mechanical instrument ar follows:
a) the animal coll immediately an n m n
b) the body and muscles of the animal become tonic (rigid) immediately after the shot;
c) normal rhythmic breathing stops; and
d) the eyelid is open with the eyeball facing straight ahead and is not rotated.
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Firing of a captive bolt in accordance with to the manufacturers’ instructions should lead to immediate

destruction of the skull and the brain and, as a result, immediate death.
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